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lieutenant Bugg, was surprised by a party of Indians, ambushed 

in the swamp of Beards creek. Three of Bugg's men were 

killed, and his party defeated. Captain Chesley Bostwick's 

company was ordered to that place, and built a small stockade 

fort. 

Lieutenant-colonel Elbert received intelligence that a party 

was marching from St. Augustine, consisting of regulars, loyal-

ists and Indians. Fort M'Intosh was a small stockade work of 

one hundred feet square, on rising ground, on the north-east 

side of Sattilla river, eighty yards from the waters edge, and 

thirty miles in advance of fort Howe. It had a bastion in each 

corner, and a block house in the centre, which answered for the 

combined purposes of a lodgement for the troops, a magazine, 

and a place of defence. Captain Richard Winn's command 

consisted of forty men from the third South-Carolina regiment, 

and twenty continental troops from the Georgia brigade. 

On the 17th of February, about the dawn of day, an attempt 

was made to surprise the garrison, by colonels Brown, Cun-

ningham, and M'Girth, with seventy Florida rangers, and 

eighty Indians. The assault was continued without intermis-

sion for five hours, when a demand was made for a surrender, 

without any conditions, accompanied by threats of death to 

the whole garrison, in case of refusal. Captain Winn proposed 

that hostilities should cease for an hour, and at the expiration 

of that time, he gave the following answer, "I have considered 

your proposition, but am bound in honor not to comply. Should 

we fall into your hands we shall expect to be treated as pris-

oners of war." This letter was handed to colonel Brown by 

serj cant Hollis, with a flag. Brown presented a copy of Lord 

and general Howe's proclamation to the serjeant, with a request 

that it should be handed to captain Winn. Hostilities recom-

menced and were continued until late in the afternoon. At this 

time, Winn had one man killed, and three wounded. The lat-

ter suffered greatly, for the want of a surgeon to dress their 

wounds. Brown withdrew his command a short distance, and 


